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MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 

SUBJECT: Representative Les A spin's Request for Briefing 
on Soviet Naval Matters 


1. This morning I called Mr. Aspin in response to his 7 March 
letter to the Director requesting a briefing on Soviet naval policy (see 
attached). 

2. I told Mr. Aspin that in accordance with rules laid down by 
the Chairman of the House Armed Services Committee such requests 
should be funneled through the Committee. He said "what business is 
it of the Chairman, you mean you don't do anything for individual 
Congressmen?" I said of course we did brief individual Congressmen 
but in matters of this kind we did so in response to requests coordinated 
with the Committee. He said "If I was not on. the Committee then the 
Chairman would not have any jurisdiction. " I said the Agency's relations 
with Congress were still controlled by our Congressional oversight 
committees. He said "I don't want to know anything about CIA and its 
operations. " I said nevertheless the Chairman had given instructions 
that briefings be coordinated with the Committee. He said "The Chairman 
has no right to lay down a rule like that. " In closing he asked me for 

my name which I gave him. 

3. About ten minutes later he called back to ask me to put in 
writing what I had told him. I said I would see what we could do but 
reminded him the rules were not ours but those of the Chairman. He 
said "Yes, but you are the one who told me of the policy so I want you 
to confirm this in writing. " I said I didn't know whether I would or not 
but I would tell the Director of his request. 
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